Nuclear ultrastructure of human parotid gland tumors with special focus on nuclear bodies.
The purpose of our study was to determine the morphology and the proportion of NB in 20 human parotid gland tumors. Types I and III NB were observed in benign as well as malignant tumors. Some atypical forms ("onion-like" NB and NB with lipidic inclusions) were found in benign tumors. The proportion of nuclear profiles containing one and more NB varied from 0 to 60% in the benign tumors, and from 4 to 50% in the malignant tumors. Nuclei containing 3 and more NB were observed as well in the benign as in the malignant tumors. The NB ratio cannot be taken for a malignancy criteria.